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Strength, courage and drive: what little ballerinas are made of
Tutu Much follows nine young girls from around the world hoping to make it into the prestigious Royal Winnipeg Ballet


TUTU MUCH
Jan. 17, 1 p.m. & Jan. 18, 7 p.m., SilverCity Polo Park

In TuTu Much, nine young girls from all over the globe test the limits of both their inner and outer strength, spending four grueling weeks of summer auditioning for the Royal Winnipeg Ballet School. 

The ultimate goal for the young hopefuls is to be offered the Golden Ticket opportunity to study as part of the School's Professional Division for an entire year, leaving friends and family to pursue their dream. 

These preadolescents are leaving the nest for the very first time, making the decision of whether to continue on such a stringent path for years to come that much more difficult to face.

Some of the would-be students include 14-year-old Won-Jung from Gwacheon, Korea. Working part time at her parent's grocery, she's so in love with dance that she can be seen snaking alongside the crammed shelves, testing out new maneuvers learned from class. 

Kayla, a 13-year-old Calgary native, and Lauren, a 12-year old Winnipegger, are just two more of the disparate nine who struggle with homesickness, minor injuries and self-conscious issues over whether they'll measure up. 

RWB director Arlene Minkhorst is another key figure for the film, depicted as necessarily strict when introducing the girls with some words of warning that any sort of rule-breaking will not be tolerated. This prompts one of the youngsters in a one-on-one interview to quip about how very wrong her friends are when they thought she lucked out with a vacation away from home.

Although ballet enthusiasts will obviously have much more to discuss when it comes to a post-film chat, this light-hearted look isn't just an insider's account; director Elise Sherhorne captures the strains, pains and sacrifices the talented must face for the chance to see if a lifetime of plying their art is even in the realm of possibility. 

The doc, produced by Vonnie von Helmolt - no stranger to pirouetting on film, as she produced Guy Maddin's Dracula: Pages from a Virgin's Diary - will be screened as part of a limited engagement at Polo Park. If you're into dance, don't miss it.
— Aaron Graham

